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MAY 6

ST JOHN BEFORE THE LATIN GATE
(A.D. 95)

[From St Jerpm in Jovin. t. i. p. 14 ; Tertullian, Praescr. c. 36; Tillem. t. i. p. 338 ; and L'lstoria
della Chiesa di S. Giovanni avanti Porta Latina, Scritta da Gio. Mario Crescimbeni, Roma,
1716, 4to.]

WHEN the two sons of Zebedee, James and John, strangers as yet to the
mystery of the cross and the nature of Christ's kingdom had, by their
mother Salome,1 besought our Lord to allot them the two first places in
his kingdom (implied by sitting at his right and left hand), he asked them
whether they were disposed to drink of his cup, or, in other words, to suffer
with him, in which case they should not fail to be considered in proportion
to their pains and fidelity. The two disciples answered boldly in the
affirmative, assuring their divine Master that they were ready to undergo
anything for his sake. Our Lord thereupon told them that their sincerity
should be brought to the trial, and that they both should be partakers of
his cup of sufferings, and undergo bitter things for the honour and con-
firmation of the Christian religion. This was literally fulfilled in St James
on his being put to death for the faith by Herod; and this day's festival
records in part the manner in which it was verified in St John. It may
be said, without any violence to the sense of the words, that this favourite
disciple, who so tenderly loved his Master, and was so tenderly beloved
by him, drank of his chalice, and experienced a large share of its bitter-
ness, when he assisted at his crucifixion; feeling then in his soul, by grief
and compassion, whatever he saw him suffer on the cross. This was
further fulfilled after the descent of the Holy Ghost, when he underwent
the like imprisonment, scourging, &c., with the other apostles, as is
recorded in the fifth chapter of the Acts. But our Saviour's prediction
was to be accomplished in a more particular manner, and still more con-
formable to the letter, and which should entitle him to the merit and
crown of martyrdom; the instrument whereof was Domitian, the last of
the twelve Caesars.

He was a tyrant, detestable to all men on account of his cruelty, and
the author of the second general persecution of the church. He reigned
fifteen years, that is, from the year of Christ 81 to 96. Tacitus says
that in cruelty he surpassed Nero, who often shunned the sight of bar-
barous executions, whereas Domitian was known to take delight in be-
holding them. He deluged Rome with the blood of its illustrious citizens,
and out of a hatred to virtue banished the philosophers; on which occasion
Epictetus (whose Enchiridion is the most perfect abstract of the justest
sentiments of moral virtue ever published by a heathen) and Dio

1 Matt. xx. 21; Mark x. 35.